
 Page 1 
 

     Law 43 
                   October, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

In This Issue: 
• From the Editor 
• …And the Vice-President 
• The 2019-20 VCAUSA/CV Scholarship 
• Meet More New Panel Members 
• Another Off-Season Holiday Tale – The Wards Explore Italy and Wales 
• Padang Getting Returfed and Ready for Next Big Event 
• Cricket and The Cloth 
• News From Your Committee of Management 
• The Retention of The Crockett Shield Mission Begins! – VCAUSA Social 

Cricket Match 
• Club Relegated Because of Abandoned Match Sanction 
• Some John Collins’ Wisdom 
• Macca’s Book Review 
• VCAUSA Melbourne Cup Day BBQ Event and Calendar 

 

 

 
An iconic Puffin bird, pictured on Skomer Island, Wales. 

(Picture courtesy Fiona Ward) (See article p 8.) 

VCA Umpires’ & Scorers’ Association Newsletter 
Vol. 26 No. 2, 2019-2020 season 



Volume 26 Number 2 2019-2020 Page 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Volume 26 Number 2 2019-2020 Page 3 
 

Law 43 
Magazine of the Victorian Cricket Association Umpires’ and Scorers’ Association 

Incorporated.  Cricket Victoria (CV) is acknowledged for the printing of hard copies 
as well as the electronic distribution to the CV Panel Members.  Should any 

member prefer to receive a hard copy, please contact the Secretary, 
Gerry Schembri. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VCAUSA COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 
PRESIDENT: ALAN MCCARTHY VICE-PRESIDENT: TONY VENTURA 

SECRETARY: GERRY SCHEMBRI  TREASURER: ROD MCKINNON 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: DAN BOMFORD, ANDREW CHATTEN, LUKE EDWARDS,  

KIM FAULKNER, DAMIAN HERFT & GLENN SCHACHE 

OTHER OFFICE HOLDERS AND CO-ORDINATORS 
BADGES & ACCESSORIES: GLENN CUMMING LAW 43 EDITOR: TREVOR FINLAYSON 

SOCIAL ORGANISER: GERRY SCHEMBRI  HISTORIAN: BILL ELLEMOR 
MISCELLANEOUS APPOINTMENTS: DARRELL HOLT 

CURRENT LIFE MEMBERS 
 J.R. Collins (1976) K. Allday (1980) G.M. Thies (1981) 
 D.N. Bomford (1989)  C. Andrews (1990) R.C. Bailhache (1994) 
 D.W. Holt (1995) N.J. Grant (1997) D.L. Byrne (2000) 
 R.F. Francione (2001)  L.J. King (2002) W.R. Ellemor (2003) 
 P. Hooper (2005) A.L. Eldridge (2006) J.L. Collins (2010) 
 J.A. Howard (2011) P.J. Shanahan (2016) T.R. Finlayson (2017) 
 G.P. Schembri (2018) E.J. Kelly (2019) 

CORRESPONDENCE AND CONTRIBUTIONS: ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SECRETARY 
GERRY SCHEMBRI, PO BOX 1284, MOUNTAIN GATE  3156 OR EMAIL: GERRY.SCHEMBRI@GMAIL.COM 

VCAUSA WEBSITE:   http://vcausa.vic.cricket.com.au 

VCA Umpires’ & Scorers’ Association Newsletter 
Vol. 26 No. 2, 2019-2020 season 

CONTENTS 
 From the Editor..……………………………………………………….. 4 
 …. And the Vice-President – “Dad’s Paper”..……………………..... 5 
 The 2019-20 VCAUSA/CV Scholarship..……………….…………....6 
 Meet More New Panel Members..…………………………………….7 
 Another Off-Season Holiday Tale – The Wards Explore Italy  
                                                                                       and Wales..…………...8  
 Padang Getting Returfed and Ready for Next Big Event.……....…..9 
 Cricket and The Cloth………………………………………………….10 
 News From Your Committee of Management  ………...………..….10 
 The Retention of The Crockett Shield Mission Begins! 
                                                                 – VCAUSA Social Cricket Match..…11 
 Club Relegated Because of Abandoned Match Sanction  .………..12 
 Some John Collins’ Wisdom  …………………………………………13 
 Macca’s Book Review ..………………………………………………..14 
 VCAUSA 2019 Melbourne Cup Day BBQ and Calendar……….15&16 

http://vcausa.vic.cricket.com.au/
http://vcausa.vic.cricket.com.au/


Volume 26 Number 2 2019-2020 Page 4 
 

FROM THE EDITOR 
Another season is underway and proceeding successfully despite some weather 
interruptions.  At the Interstate level it is clear that there will be some healthy 
competition for places at the National level for the coming busy season for both 
our National Men’s and Women’s teams although selection for the latter may be 
a little more obvious to a “non-selector”, given the successes of several in the 
National women’s team. 
In this issue I am pleased to be able to bring you the details of the 2019-20 
VCAUSA/CV Scholarship awardee, Chris Grant, thanks to a short note from 

Damian Herft.  Also, I have received three more new-member “Bios” from Nick Davies, Peter Leslie 
and Sunil Gupta, which I hope your find of interest.  Thanks also to John Ward for his text (plus his 
wife, Fiona’s pictures) concerning their off-season holiday visiting Italy and Wales. 
John and Suzanne Collins enjoyed yet another visit to Singapore where John spotted an article in 
The Strait Times which should be of interest, particularly to those of you who are familiar with the 
view from the Singapore Cricket Club.  I came across the next item entitled “Cricket and The Cloth” 
in my recent reading so I hoped readers would find it of interest. 
A few times in the past we have published “News From Your Committee of Management” so given 
that the first meeting of the new committee for season 2019-20 was held on 1st October, it seemed 
appropriate to invite some news from this meeting and thanks to Dan Bomford for providing this text.  
I should hope to continue with such an item of news, after each of the Committee of Management 
meetings scheduled for this season.  Certainly, if any reader has an item which you feel should be 
discussed by your Committee of Management, then please bring this to the attention of one of your 
committee members, details of whom are on page 3. 
As we look towards the 90th Anniversary of the VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter exchange to be held in 
Adelaide in 2021, retaining the Crockett Shield again will continue to be an aim and to this end there 
will be social cricket matches for all member umpires and scorers who hope to represent the 
VCAUSA two years from now.  To this end, the first match is scheduled for Sunday, 3rd November 
so please see the details on page 11. 
The new column commenced in the previous issue, entitled “Some John Collins’ Wisdom” continues.  
Again, as mentioned previously, any reader is most welcome to contribute to this column with 
examples of either your own wisdom (for those readers who have some to share) or wisdom chosen 
from the published literature.  Speaking of sharing wisdom, now that the 2019-20 season is 
underway, there must be many cricketing incidents encountered by umpires or scorers amongst the 
many matches each week, which would be worth sharing with the readers of Law 43.  So why not 
put “pen to paper” or “fingers to the keyboard” and write a few words about such incidents?  You 
can be assured your text will be published. 
“Macca’s Book Review” continues in this issue and here again, any reader would be most welcome 
to submit a review of a book, not necessarily a cricket book, that you have read recently. 
Finally, we have published the details of the VCAUSA Cup Day BBQ and ongoing Calendar for 
2019-20, to the extent it is known.  Please complete the Cup Day notice and return it as suggested. 

Trevor Finlayson 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – “DAD’S PAPER” 
Another winter’s hibernation and pre-season preparation, winter classes, SINS 
and practice matches have been completed.  The 2019-20 season is off and 
running.  As I write Rounds 1 and 2 are done and dusted.  The weather Gods 
have been kind to us and may it continue for the rest of the season.   
Well what can be said about the cricket in England with the 50-over Men’s World 
Cup and then the Men’s Ashes tour during our winter hibernation. 
Firstly we had the 50-over Men’s World Cup.  What can be said?  No one really 
won, did they?  Here cricket had a chance to really be put on the map.  Yet the 

final result became a bit of a farce, didn’t it?  Yes, everyone was talking about the result, but for the 
wrong reason, instead of talking about the great six or wicket, etc,, that actually decided the game 
in the extra super over.  We waited all those weeks of late nights to see the Cup decided on who hit 
the most boundaries!!!  Yes, one could argue that people were talking about cricket, but was it for 
the right reasons?  Imagine the drama the extra super over could have caused, instead it turned out 
to be a “fizzer”.  This is the equivalent of having the World Cup in soccer final being decided in a 
penalty shoot-out and with the score at 5-5 in the shoot-out it’s called a draw.  Then the match is 
decided on which side had the most corner kicks or off-sides, etc.  All sports have deciders, look at 
the AFL - they now have extra time in the Grand Final until there is a result.  I’m glad that 2010 
wasn’t decided on who kicked the most goals.  Baseball has extra innings until a team wins.  
Basketball has extra overtimes until someone wins.  I think you are starting to get my point.  Why 
then wasn’t there extra super overs played, especially when time and weather permitted it???  I 
hope the powers that be have a rethink for the game’s sake. 
Then we moved on to the four-Test Ashes series.  Wait a minute it was five Tests not four.  Everyone 
knew this except the Aussie players.  The way the Aussies celebrated after the 4th Test you would 
think they had won the series 2-1.  They forgot there was one Test still to play and yes you know 
they lost it and the series finished in a 2-2 draw!  So no one won again!  Those people are still 
banging down my door to explain what all the hype was about?  Well all I can say to those people 
is that we did retain the Ashes.  Try to explain how to the uninitiated who finally take an interest in 
the game only for cricket to shoot itself in the foot and the game goes backwards not forward.  Any 
hope of winning these people over has gone.  You know what I mean. 
We have just embarked on the new Test series format to determine the World champions of Test 
Cricket.  It’s a four-year cycle which at the end, the top two teams play off in the final to decide the 
champions.  Let’s hope the final doesn’t have to be decided on who made the most runs in the first 
innings or who took the most wickets in the game, etc., because you guessed, it ends in a DRAW.  
There is a lot to look forward to with the upcoming summer itinerary here in Australia.  Let’s hope it 
produces some winners!! 
I encourage you all to become VCAUSA members.  So get those forms filled in and returned ASAP.  
To kick the season off socially, we have our first social cricket game, this will be held on the 3rd 
November, 2019 at Caulfield Cricket Ground, against the Australian Cricket Society (ACS).  (See 
page ?? for details.)  This game will be the first in our quest to retain the Crockett Shield, which will 
be held during Easter 2021 in Adelaide.  Those who still enjoy playing, here’s your chance.  Make 
yourself known to any committee member or myself.  

(cont’d on page 12) 
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THE 2019-20 VCAUSA/CV SCHOLARSHIP 
Under an agreement between Victorian members of the 
National Umpires Panel, the CV Umpire Manager Jason 
Leonard-Scott and the VCAUSA, a scholarship was 
developed at the start of the 2018-19 Season, through 
which it is intended to provide promising Cricket Victoria 
Premier Umpire Panel members with early exposure to 
high-performance officiating.  The scholarship is an award 
of $500 from the VCAUSA and it incorporates mentoring by 
the National Panel Umpires and the National and 
Supplementary Match Referees, exposure to 3rd Umpire 
briefing sessions and the opportunity to participate in the 
Playing Control Team (PCT) sessions for a Sheffield Shield 
Match during the season.  Some of the criteria required are 
a minimum of two years membership of the VCAUSA, a 
minimum of two years in the Premier Cricket Umpiring 
system, being a self-starter who takes accountability for his/her own development and having 
potential for high-performance umpiring.  
Chris Grant has been chosen as this year’s Scholarship winner, and he commenced his season as 
the VCAUSA/CV Scholarship Winner at Walter Galt Reserve in the Kingston Hawthorn vs Footscray 
1st XI Match in Round 1.  Chris joined the CV Panel in season 2016-17 following a successful playing 
career with seasons at Footscray, Richmond and finally, Melbourne University Cricket Club.  As at 
the end of season 2018-19, he had umpired a total of 59 Premier Matches across all grades.   
Chris will pen a few thoughts on his experiences and what the scholarship means to him, in the 
December and March issues of Law 43. 

Damian Herft 
------------------------------------------------------ 

THE QUAINT EXPRESSIONS OF OUR GREAT GAME 
Chinaman:  Some cricket historians claim that this term originated from the 1929-30 series between 
England and the West Indies.  The West Indies team included Ellis Achong, a left-arm, wrist -spinner 
of Chinese descent, who bowled a ball that deceived Walter Robins and led him to be stumped.  
The story goes that on returning to the dressing-room, Robins was heard to exclaim: “Fancy getting 
out to a bloody Chinaman!”  Another possibility is that the term derives from the politically incorrect 
connotations of deviousness associated in old-fashioned English eyes with the words ‘Chinese’ and 
‘Chinaman’. 
Crease:  This term comes from the basic meaning of a crease, which is ‘a furrow in the surface’, 
because it was originally cut in the turf.  This method of marking continued until 1865 when painted 
lines were introduced. 

(from No-Balls and Googlies - A Cricket Companion – Geoff Tibballs ISBN 978-1-78243-028-5 
(Michael O’Hara Books Ltd., London, 2013) pp. 26 & 27) 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
(L → R) Chris Grant, Jason Leonard-Scott 
and Alan McCarthy on presentation of the 
2019-20 VCAUSA/CV Scholarship at SINS, 
22nd September, 2019. (Picture courtesy of 
Damian Herft) 
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MEET MORE NEW PANEL MEMBERS 
Nick Davies:  I am 31 years old, born and raised in the leafy suburb of Mont 
Albert in Melbourne's east.  I've always had an interest in sport (amongst 
other things) growing up.  I had played cricket my whole life at Surrey Hills 
CC in the ECA until only a couple of years ago.  Due to my short stature I 
could never bowl quick so knew my capabilities so churned out some handy 
'dibby dobblies'.   
Once I knew my playing time was up, I joined the ECAUA and never turned 
back.  I really found a deep enjoyment in umpiring.  In winter-time, you will 
find me field umpiring in the EFL.  My other hobbies include collecting concert 

posters, travelling, and binge watching TV shows.  I am really looking forward to my upcoming debut 
season and many more to come. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Peter Leslie:  Have played cricket badly as a keeper/batsman since the mid-
seventies (bar for an eight-year period I couldn’t play due to my work 
commitments as a chef) generally in the lower grades.  Have played over 300 
games and was still playing vets last year though not decided if I will go around 
again this season.  Have held various positions within my clubs “Lower Plenty” 
and “St Francis of Assisi”, now morphed into “Old Paradians” (Committee, 
Secretary and seven years as Treasurer), Association D.V.C.A. Executive (15 
years as a Vice-President) and served two years as the north-east director on 
the V.M.C.U. board.  Have been lucky enough to receive Life Membership of 

both S.F.A. and the D.V.C.A.  Highlight would be the year our club won the flags in our top three 
grades.  I’ve been umpiring for approx. eight years with the last four seasons doing senior matches.  
I’m married to Sharon (37 years) and have three adult children, one of whom also plays.  I have run 
my own Gardening business for the last 17 years which certainly keeps me busy.  I’m well supported 
by my wife who also loves her cricket (having coached), currently scoring for the First XI (a job she 
has done for many years) and serving as Vice-President at club level.  I’m also an avid blood donor 
with 400+ donations, love to travel and am a keen Bomber supporter. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Sunil Gupta:  Cricket has always been my passion and second GOD since 
childhood.  I was given an awesome opportunity to join the North-West 
Metropolitan Cricket Umpires’ Association where I was very lucky to get great 
support and guidance from my leaders, Darrell Holt and Eric Kelly.  My family 
and beautiful daughters are my strength and my world.   
I am very excited and looking forward to meeting and learning from my 
seniors and Cricket Victoria. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUR DAY! 
“If man shouts, his words no longer matter.” 

Peter Ustinov 
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ANOTHER OFF-SEASON HOLIDAY TALE – THE WARDS 
EXPLORE ITALY AND WALES 

In April my wife, Fiona, and I took off for a trip to Italy and Wales.  First  
stop was Rome and spending my birthday precariously balanced on the 
back of a Vespa in chaotic but somehow perfectly choreographed traffic 
was memorable. 
I felt a particular connection to the colosseum as it very much reminded 
me of our own MCG (pre renovations).  The extraordinary history, art and 
architecture were certainly appreciated but the highlight for me was an 
evening gastronomical walking tour.  Sampling fine wines, beers, meats, 
pasta and pastries via famous cellars and restaurants was unforgettable.  
Italian food culture deserves the reputation it enjoys. 

From Rome we travelled by train to 
Florence, Lucca, Venice, Lake 
Como and Le Spezia.  Highlights included the Cinque Terre 
walk, a night at the opera, bike riding in forests, criss-crossing 
bodies of water in boats, being serenaded by Gondoliers, 
climbing church steeples in Milan and visiting various fishing 
villages and wineries.  Every evening we capped it off with a 
spritz or two in a lovely cafe/restaurant. 
Our plan in Wales was to get to Skomer Island, an adventure 
in itself.  This spectacular Island is not easy to get to and we 
were very lucky, 

weather-wise, as many people are disappointed when the 
winds are blowing the wrong way and the boat does not run.  
Skomer Island is home to the iconic Puffin bird.  (See front-
cover picture.)  They fly back here, annually, to nest and raise 
their young in burrows.  Only 250 humans are allowed on the 
island at any given time, such is the sensitivity of their habitat.  
We were thrilled with this eco experience and felt so privileged 
to see not only Puffins but Razor Bills and Guillemots as well.  
Fiona got some great shots with spectacular wildflowers 
complementing the background. 
We also stayed at Cwmystwyth and St Anne’s Head on the 

Pembrokeshire coastal path. This walk was absolutely stunning, 
apart from the wildflowers and abundant birdlife we saw basking 
seals and a legless lizard they call a slow worm (not slow and not 
a worm).  I remember looking at pictures of this strange creature 
as a kid and wishing I’d one day see one….done! 
To finish off, we spent four days in the Cotswolds.  These 
beautiful English villages with their thatched roof cottages and 
farmlets are great to walk around and the pubs are full of 
character (not a poker machine in sight).  Cheers! 

John Ward 
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PADANG GETTING RETURFED AND READY FOR NEXT BIG 
EVENT 

(Some readers would be familiar with the expansive green field in the heart of Singapore, home of the famous Singapore 
Cricket Club.  You may find this article, spotted in The Strait Times by John Collins during his and Suzanne’s most 
recent sojourn away from the cold of Melbourne, of some interest. 

Ed.) 

When the covers over the turfed surface at the Padang were removed after this year's National Day 
Parade (NDP), patches of brown could be seen on what had been a luscious green field.  Work is 
under way to returf the expanse - which is slated to become a national monument. 

Responding to queries from The Sunday Times, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Alroy Chua, the head of the NDP 2019 
Organising Secretariat, said that reinstatement works on 
the Padang are on schedule and will be completed by 
November. 
“This reinstatement is routine after all NDPs held at the 
Padang,” he added.  “The NDP 2019 Executive 
Committee is working with both the Singapore Cricket 
Club and the Singapore Recreation Club, as well as other 
stakeholders to reinstate the Padang field.” 
Weighing in, Mr Michael Teh, the Managing Director of 
landscaping company Nature Landscapes, noted that 

while Singapore recently experienced a dry spell, the deterioration of the grass is mostly due to the 
fact that the turf was covered over a long period of time. 
He said: “It is not serious, and a condition to be expected 
given the long rehearsal period for the Parade and the fact 
that a stage and grandstands were set up on the grounds.  
Grass - like all plants - requires water, light and nutrients to 
be healthy and alive.” 
He also said that while it is possible that some parts of the 
field which were not completely covered might recover on 
their own, redoing the field ensures that it is safe to use for 
future events. 
“As long as water is readily available, the restoration process 
will not be impacted adversely by the dry spell," he added. 
The Formula 1 Singapore Airlines Singapore Grand Prix will 
be the next big event to take place in the area later this month.  The Padang itself will house a 
grandstand and host concerts. 

(Article courtesy of Kristelynn Lim, The Strait Times (1 September, 2019)) 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 
The Padang from the famous Singapore Cricket 
Club following the August National Parade Day. 
(Photograph courtesy Kelvin Chng) 

 
Reinstatement works at the Padang to be 
completed by November, 2019. (Picture 
courtesy Kelvin Chng) 
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CRICKET AND THE CLOTH 
The association between cricket and the church dates back to the very origins of the game, but few 
have combined the two disciplines with such zeal as former Leicestershire and England batsman, 
Albert Knight.  At the start of each innings, Knight, who was a lay preacher, would sink to his knees 
at the crease and pray for help from above.  When he played at Middlesex, this surely brought a 
new meaning to the Lord’s Prayer.  Despite occasional complaints from bowlers about his ritual, 
Knight’s earthly reward was a career total of 18,142 runs and three England appearances. 
Reverend E.F. ‘Mick’ Waddy was twelfth man for Australia against England at Sydney in the 1907-8 
series, at the end of a season in which he topped the Australian first-class batting averages. 
Reverend E.H. Gillingham recorded nineteen centuries for Essex in the early 1900s, and in his 
capacity as honorary secretary of Worcestershire his brother, Reverend George Gillingham, once 
swam the River Severn which had flooded the ground, to rescue the account books from the pavilion. 
Jack Parsons played first-class cricket from 1910 to 1936 – principally for 
Warwickshire – and took holy orders in 1929, and Kent batsman, Cecil 
Wilson, later became Bishop of Bunbury, Australia. 
But the most celebrated cricketing reverend was David Sheppard (1929 – 
2005) who played 22 Tests for England between 1950 and 1963.  He was 
ordained in 1955 and became Bishop of Woolwich in 1969 and subsequently 
(1975) was installed as Bishop of Liverpool, making him, at that time, the 
youngest diocesan bishop in England.  He was an active broadcaster and 
campaigner, especially on the subjects of poverty and social reform in the 
inner cities, and opposition to apartheid and the tour to England by the South 
African national cricket team scheduled in 1970.  Once during his playing 
days, he was holding the baby at a christening when the infant’s father 
remarked: “I am a bit worried about you dropping my baby in the font given 
the sort of form you’ve been in this week.” 

(from No-Balls and Googlies – A Cricket Companion – Geoff Tibballs ISBN 978-1-78243-028-5 
(Michael O’Hara Books Ltd., London, 2013) p. 49) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

NEWS FROM YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 
The VCAUSA Committee is excited to have some new blood, and changes in some roles.  We 
farewell Trevor Finlayson who remains in touch as Law 43 Editor, and John Richards; and welcome 
Kim Faulkner and Andrew Chatten.  Rodney McKinnon has taken over as Treasurer, and several 
Committee members will be assisting with social organising rather than having one person to do all 
the work.  We are pleased that various liaison roles have been shared amongst Committee 
Members. 
The Committee has been able to advertise for a scorer on behalf of two Clubs; and is exploring grant 
funding potential opportunities to supplement member funds, in particular to assist with the Easter 
Event.  Newer Members are encouraged to talk to established Members about the Easter Event, 
held every two years in conjunction with the South Australian Cricket Umpire and Scorer Association 
(SACUSA).  Planning for the Easter Event 2021 in Adelaide (the 90th Easter Event between 
SACUSA and VCAUSA) has begun, so Members and colleagues should stay alert for further 
information. 

 
The Reverend David 
Sheppard arrives at the 
Cricket Club Conference, 
24 May, 1962. (Picture 
courtesy Getty Images) 
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The Committee is pleased to see the Scholarship continue, with Chris Grant following in Luke 
Edwards’ footsteps.  We are also pursuing the proposed Women’s Competition umpire award 
criteria, naming and funding.  We are distressed to hear that our manager, Jason Leonard-Scott has 
lost his off-sider, Nick Powell, in the office and we propose to offer Jason our assistance. 
The Committee hopes to see many Members, colleagues and their familiy members at the 
Melbourne Cup Day welcome barbecue, especially for new Members and colleagues.  There is no 
fee to attend and partake!  All family members welcome. Ladies should consider dressing up as 
there is likely to be a Best Dressed (or at least Best Hat) prize.  Come and enjoy your colleagues' 
company, have lunch with us, and watch the Melbourne Cup on a large screen. 

Dan Bomford 
----------------------------------------------------- 

THE RETENTION OF THE CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION BEGINS! 
- VCAUSA SOCIAL CRICKET 

Easter, 2021 in Adelaide will mark the 90th Anniversary of the historic 
exchange between teams representing the VCAUSA (formerly VCAUA) and 
the SACUSA (formerly (SACUA), the highlight of which has been an inter-
Association Cricket Match known as The Crockett Shield since 1947 when 
Bob Crockett’s son donated the large trophy (pictured) for which teams have 
competed since.  (For any reader interested in viewing this trophy and many 
other items of Bob Crockett memorabilia, it is on display at Cricket Willow 
near Daylesford.)  With the VCAUSA now holding the Shield, following an 
excellent victory over the SACUSA Team on Easter Saturday, 2019, and thus 
going to an overall match-win statistic of VCAUSA (22), SACUSA (18) and 
one Draw (1931), preparation for our defence of the “silverware” must begin and must be taken 
seriously. 
The first VCAUSA social cricket match for season 2019-20 has been confirmed for Sunday, 3rd 
November, 2019, against the Australian Cricket Society Wandering XI, to be played at Caulfield 
Park (main Sub-District oval) at cnr Hawthorn Rd and Balaclava Rd, Caulfield North.   
 Time:  Arrival 12:00 noon for a 12:30pm start 
 Format:  Turf pitch, 40 overs-a side, one-day game  
 Catering:  Afternoon tea at interval break.  Food and Drinks supplied.  
 What to Wear:  Whites  
 Equipment: Pads, bats, gloves provided by VCAUSA 
A scorer and umpire(s) will also be required.  Any interested players or participants should confirm 
their attendance to our match organisers: 
Tony Ventura:  0409 024 104 or tony.ventura@hydrochem.com.au or 
Luke Edwards:  0421 235 879 or jgltk1@bigpond.com 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

mailto:tony.ventura@hydrochem.com.au
mailto:tony.ventura@hydrochem.com.au
mailto:jgltk1@bigpond.com
mailto:jgltk1@bigpond.com
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CLUB RELEGATED BECAUSE OF ABANDONED MATCH 
SANCTION 

The alleged on-field abuse of a batsman who was born with no fingers on one hand, led to the 
abandonment of a fourth-tier, Kent Regional Cricket League (KRCL) match in late August, and last 
week the sanctions handed down contributed to the relegation of his side for the 2020 season.  
Swanscombe and Greenhithe player, Adam Harding, said he was “abused, taunted and mocked” 
almost from the very start of the game, claiming that at one point a player from the Barbados 
Overseas Cricket Association (BOCA) club asked: “Do you want a hand with that?” as he struggled 
with his bat. 
According comments attributed to Harding by a local media outlet, he “hadn’t been spoken to like 
that since I was 12.”  Such comments led to Swanscombe and Greenhithe abandoning the game 
and lodging a complaint with the league, however, the club was itself docked ten points by the 
league after BOCA claimed that in walking away from the game, they cheated so as to avoid losing 
the one-day game. 
Five points ahead of the relegation-bound Bexley club before last week’s KRCL hearing into the 
matter, the ten-point censure was enough to relegate Swanscombe and Greenhithe in Bexley’s 
place.  It didn’t end there though for BOCA were also docked ten points “for bringing the game into 
disrepute”, however, they were still crowned league champions by a margin of seven points. 
According to the on-line score sheet for the game in question, Swanscombe and Greenhithe batted 
first and in 32.5 overs scored 108, Harding remaining not out at the end of the innings.  After eleven 
overs of their innings, BOCA were a rollicking 1/94 and approaching a win, but it is then that the 
game was abandoned.  Precisely why, given that Harding had already batted, is not known, the 
KRCL saying in a statement: “Reports received from both clubs remain in-conclusive.”  
The KRCL had posted a message on its web site in August that said in part: “It has been clear that 
over the last few weeks’ of the season, the general behaviour of a number of clubs and a greater 
amount of players has been completely deplorable.  It is clear that a number of people have no idea 
of the Spirit of Cricket, which, in principle, details having respect for the Laws of the Game, the 
Match Officials, the Opposition, fellow Team-mates and most importantly the Kent Regional Cricket 
League.”  The message then went on to refer clubs to KRCL Conditions of Membership. 

(from Playing the Game, Number 2913-14460, 28th September, 2019) 
------------------------------------------------------ 

….. AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – “DAD’S PAPER” (CONT’D) 
This will be followed by the Melbourne Cup Day BBQ, which will be held at the Carlton Cricket Club 
on the 5th November 2019.  We will be welcoming all the newbies.  Partners and children are also 
welcome, so those who intend to come, please reply to the recent email or the flyer (printed on page 
??).  I hope to see you all at these upcoming events. 
Look out for future event dates, which can be found in the VCAUSA Calendar on the back page of 
Law 43.  
I wish you all the best of luck for this upcoming season.  

Tony Ventura 
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SOME JOHN COLLINS’ WISDOM 
(This new column was introduced in the September Issue and will be continued throughout this season, thanks to John 
Collins.  But as stated previously, any reader would be most welcome to add to the wit being shared in this column, by 
simply sending an email to the Editor (trevorf@unimelb.edu.au).  But please be sure to provide the appropriate reference 
to the source of your witty remarks/comments, should they not be your own, as has been done below. 

Ed.) 

“I tend to believe that cricket is the greatest thing that God ever created on Earth, certainly greater 
than sex although sex isn’t too bad either.  But everyone knows which comes first when it’s a 
question of cricket or sex.” 

Harold Pinter 
-------------------------------------------------- 

“One fascination of cricket is that it never ceases to fascinate.  To become a devotee in childhood 
means being hooked for life.  Happily, it is an addiction for which there is no need of legislation nor 
government health warnings” 

David Rayvern Allen 
----------------------------------------------------- 

….. AND A LITTLE MORE WISDOM TOO 

“We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.” 
(A Kenyan Proverb) 

“There is a very easy way to return from a casino with a small fortune – go there with a large one.” 
Jack Yelton 

“Advice is like snow; the softer it falls, the longer it dwells upon, and the deeper it sinks into, the 
mind.” 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
(From A Little Book of Wisdom (Jarrold Publishing Ltd., 1997) ISBN: 0-7117-0985-8) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

….. AND A COUPLE OF FAMOUS CRICKET SLEDGES 
Rod Marsh vs Ian Botham - when Botham took to the crease in an Ashes match, Marsh welcomed 
him to the wicket with the immortal words: “So how’s your wife and my kids?” 
Quick as a flash Botham replied: “Wife’s good but the kinds are retarded.” 

-------------------------------------------------- 
Bill Woodfull vs Douglas Jardine - England’s captain Douglas Jardine complained that one of the 
Australian players had called him a bastard.  Australian captain Bill Woodfull responded by turning 
to his team, pointing to Jardine and asking: “Which one of you bastards called this bastard a 
bastard?” 

(from The Art of Sledging – J. Harold) 
--------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:trevorf@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:trevorf@unimelb.edu.au
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
Th Coast Watchers – Patrick Lindsay (Ramdom House Australia, North Sydney, 2010) ISBN 
978 174 166 9244 
In 1917 the Australian government realised that it was virtually impossible to patrol the sea lanes 
around our 19,000-kilometre coastline. German raiders had been able to sail without interference 
off the south-west coast.  Half of the population lived in Victoria and New South Wales but these 
states only covered 11% of the total coast line.  Between the wars the Naval Intelligence Staff 
created a screen of civilians who could observe and report any incident of interest.  This program 
was extended to cover Australia’s mandated territories in Papua and New Guinea and Britain’s 
Solomon Islands. 
In 1920 a commercial company, Amalgamated Wireless (Australasia) Ltd (AWA) secured the rights 
to operate Australia’s radio traffic with Britain and Canada.  Two years later AWA took control of the 
27 government radio stations and their 150 staff.  Immediately after war was declared against 
Germany in September, 1939 the Royal Australian Navy took control of the coastal radio service 
and observers, even though they were still managed and paid by AWA. 
A former naval officer, cane farmer and Patrol Officer in New Guinea named Eric Feldt was 
appointed to turn the coastal observers into an effective intelligence network.  Feldt recruited men 
on the spot as he travelled the islands and northern Australia.  He named the coast watchers the 
“Ferdinand Group”, after Ferdinand the Bull in the Walt Disney children’s book published in 1936.  
The radios provided to the coast watchers were “state of the art”, but they weighed 150 kilograms 
and needed 16 people to make them “portable”. 
At 7.43 am on 8 December, 1941 the British Admiralty cabled the Navy Office in Melbourne, 
“Commence hostilities against Japan at once.”  Simultaneously the Empire of Japan was attacking 
Pearl Harbour on the other side of the International Date Line.  The United States lost 21 vessels 
sunk and 2,338 dead.  Japan lost 5 midget submarines and 29 aircraft and 64 dead.  Japan also 
attacked Thailand, Malaya, Midway, Wake and Guam Islands, the Philippines and Hong Kong in the 
space of 7 hours. 
By the end of the war the Ferdinand Group was responsible for rescuing 335 prisoners of war, 321 
airmen, 280 sailors, 190 missionaries and thousands of villagers from the Japanese.  The Coast 
Watchers’ intelligence gathering according to Admiral William “Bull” Halsey was crucial to the 
successful invasion of Guadalcanal, the first victory over a seemingly invincible enemy.  The courage 
of these men and women under the threat of capture, torture and execution is astonishing.  Ruby 
Boye-Jones was a Coast Watcher on Vanikoro Island northwest of the Solomon Islands and many 
of the group were supported by local men and women who shared the danger.      

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 
“All I can say is that I have taken more out of alcohol that alcohol has taken out of me.” 
“It is hard, if not impossible, to snub a beautiful woman – they remain beautiful and the rebuke 
recoils.” 
(from The Quotable Quotes of Winston Churchill – A Collection of Wit and Wisdom ISBN 9780-7624-4983-5 (Running 

Press, Philadelphia, PA, 2013) pp 51 & 54) 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2019-20, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Tuesday, 29 October, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Sunday, 3 November, 
2019, 12:00 noon 

Social Cricket Match, 
VCAUSA vs ACS 

Caulfield Park, Cnr Hawthorn & 
Balaclava Rds., Caulfield North 

Tuesday, 5 November, 
2019 

CUP Day BBQ, 12:00 noon – 
“stumps” 

Carlton Cricket Club, Royal Parade, 
Carlton 

Thursday, 26 November, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 3 December, 
2019 

CoM Meeting Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 17 December, 
2019 

Sausage Sizzle (6:00 pm), CV 
T&D (7:00 pm) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Thursday, 9 January, 2020 Restaurant Night Venue TBC 
Monday – Thursday, 13 – 
16 January, 2020, 7:00 pm 

CV T&Ds, (1st – 4th XI Panels 
different nights) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 21 January,  
2020, 7:30 pm  

CoM Meeting  Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 11 February, 
2020, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda  

Thursday, 5 March, 2020, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires only) CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Friday, 10 April, 2020 Premier Cricket Awards Night Venue TBA 
Friday, 1 May, 2020 VCAUSA Dinner and 

Presentation Night 
Veneto Club, Bulleen 

5 – 8 June, 2020 Joint SACUSA/VCASUSA 
Meeting Weekend 

Penola, South Australia 

VCAUSA Items for Sale 
Please contact Glenn Cumming (glenn.cumming@gmail.com) if you are interested in purchasing. 
VCAUSA Jackets  $60 
Embroidered, polo shirts $35 
Association Ties $25 
Association Caps $15 
VCAUSA Socks $1.00 per pair 
      (Black cotton socks with the VCAUSA logo embroidered in white on each sock). 
Cream Jumpers  $1.00 each 

(100% wool with the VCAUA/VCAUSA logo embroidered on the left breast) 

Chambray Shirts $1.00 each 
 (100% cotton casual chambray shirts, long sleeved with the VCAUSA logo embroidered on pocket) 

“Well Aged” Vintage Port $5/bottle 
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